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Overview and Rationale

Students must understand the importance of good photography; and how the basic rules of composition make a boring photo better.  Students must also understand the importance of looking BEHIND their subject; watching what is in the background and seeing how a background can make or break a photo.  This lesson will cover the basic rules of composition, and remind students to always look all around when composing their shots.

Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to define and recognize some of the basic rules of composition:  rule of thirds, leading lines, framing, point of view, repetition of shapes

Students will be able to analyze a photo and identify some of the most common errors in photography, such as poor composition and backgrounds interfering with the subject.

Essential Questions

· Why are the rules of composition important in photography?

· Why is it important to see “the whole picture” when taking a photo?

Critical Engagement Questions

· What are the rules of composition? 

· What makes a “good” photo good?  What makes a “bad” photo bad?

· How can a photographer take a “good” photo?

Activities

Activity One (50 min. period)

· The teacher will give the students definitions of these rules of composition: rule of thirds, leading lines, framing, point of view, repetition of shapes—showing examples of each and discussing them with the students

· The teacher will show the students several photos, and the students will label them with whichever composition rules may apply to the photo.  The teacher will then review with the students to see if the photos were labeled correctly.

Activity Two (one or more periods)

· Students will look through newspapers and magazines, cutting out examples and making their own scrapbooks illustrating the rules of composition.

Activity Three (50 min. period)

· The teacher will show students examples of “bad photography.”  Photos with poor composition, photos with unclear subjects, and photos with distracting backgrounds are all a must.  Students will critique each photo, asking: What is wrong with the photo?  What did the photographer do poorly?  How could the photo be fixed?

Activity Four (one or more periods)

· Students will look through newspapers and magazines, cutting out examples and making their own scrapbooks illustrating bad photography.

Activity Five (50 min. period)

· Take a “bad” photo in the classroom or (somewhere accessible during class time) and share it with the class.  The students will be given the same subject and will take their own photos of it.

Assessment

· Students will be assessed on whether they have labeled photos correctly in Activity One

· Assessment of student scrapbook

· Students will be assessed on their “retake” of the bad photo

· Students will take their own photos, showing at least two examples of each of the rules of composition
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